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WHAT THE HECK ARE PRETEENS THINKING? 
• Peter had always been a rule-follower. But God flips the 

rules upside down and encourages Peter to think outside 
the box. Preteens understand rules and boundaries, but 
they also test those boundaries. How intriguing to worship 
a God who breaks the rules!

• When Peter wanted to limit the gospel to people with whom 
he was comfortable, God said and continues to say no. 
Love for Jesus Christ does not tolerate bigotry, bullying, 
rejection, or segregation. There may be no sweeter mes-
sage for a lone preteen.

The gospel is for everyone. When 
Jesus was preaching his message 
he would often say, “He who has 
ears let him hear.” Anyone who 
hears and receives the good news 

is welcome in the kingdom of God. We continue to 
hear God’s word as we learn and grow and share 
the gospel with other listening ears.

Galatians 3:26-29
Paul wrote a letter to the Galatians 
because they were beginning to 
distort the good news by keeping 
certain people out. Paul knew that 
God’s love extends to all people, no 
matter what. Inclusion continues to be 
a radical idea in churches today. We 
are often tempted to exclude people, 
but Paul reminds us that in Christ 
there are no human divisions. We are 
all welcome, and we must welcome 
all people into the good news.

John 4:7-15
If Jesus had acted as the law makers 
would have liked, the encounter in 
this passage would never have taken 
place. But Jesus went out of his way 
to engage someone who was on the 
fringe of society, both as a Samari-
tan and as a woman. The Bible tells 
of many encounters between Jesus 
and people who would be considered 
underprivileged and outcast. His life 
demonstrated an openness to all 
people, regardless of social status, 
occupation, gender, or ethnicity.

Jonah 4:1-4
After getting swallowed by a great big 
fish, Jonah obeyed God and went to 
Nineveh. He spoke God’s words to 
the city, and the people of Nineveh 
repented for their sins. Happy end-
ing, right? Not exactly. Jonah knew 
about the wickedness of the Ninev-
ites. He risked his life to prophesy of 
God’s judgment upon them and their 
sinful behavior. Jonah did not feel 
that they deserved forgiveness. But 
God’s grace is bigger than Jonah 
imagined.

Acts 10:9-20, 34-35
The early Christians continued to follow Jewish law even after they had begun following Christ’s teachings. One of these 
laws stated certain animals they weren’t allowed to eat. This changed when Peter fell asleep while praying on his roof. In a 
dream, God showed Peter that animals were no longer unclean, so Christians could eat any of them. Peter knew that this 
vision was not just about meat.

When they first began to evangelize about Jesus, Jesus’ followers only shared the good news with Jews. Peter’s vision 
challenged the early church to preach the gospel message to all people, not just Jews. Peter’s understanding of holiness 
and salvation radically changed when God spoke to him that day. This encounter changed the future of the church, 
because Peter took this lesson and immediately began sharing the good news with Gentiles. He started with a man named 
Cornelius.

Acts 10 shows us that God’s reach is farther than Peter expected. Sometimes we need to take a look at who we include 
in our church community, who we teach, who we love, and then choose to reach farther. God doesn’t exclude people and 
we should include everyone in God’s family. If anyone is drawn by the gospel, he or she is welcome in the kingdom of God.
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VARIATION
If your room does not have a front 
or back, have groups sit on the left 
or right.

Warm up 
Supplies: small packs of any multicolored candy like Skittles

1. Distribute a small pack of candy to each preteen.

2. Instruct students to sort the candy by color.

3. Inform the students that there’s a new rule: no one is allowed to eat the green 
candies. Collect this color until the end of class for the closing ritual.

4. Have preteens pick another color to share with their neighbor. Pass on can-
dies of that color to a neighbor and share the good news: “God sent Jesus 
for you!”

5. Enjoy the rest!

Video 
Supplies: Connect Unit 10 DVD

1. Split into two groups. Have groups stand on opposite sides of the room. 

2. Set up the DVD and invite Group 1 to sit in the front. Group 2 should sit in 
back.

3. Watch “Spread of the Gospel” (Connect Unit 10 DVD, chapter 4).

• Why do you think Becky excluded people from the production?

• Do you think Mike Bowman deserved to participate? Why or why not? 

• What might happen if Mike Bowman isn’t really trustworthy? 

• What happens when we include people we’re not so sure about?

• At the beginning of the video, you were divided into two groups. How 
did that feel? 

• How would it feel to be excluded for something you can’t control, like 
your birthday, your height, or your shoe size? 

LEADER TIP
You can use any food that has va-
riety: Skittles, jelly beans, trail mix, 
berries, Lucky Charms, and so on.
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MORE TIME? 
Galatians 3:26-29
Paul wrote a letter to a church in Galatia because they believed people had to follow Jewish customs in order to receive 
God’s grace. Paul disagreed. He preached that anyone could be a Christian because in Christ we are equal heirs to the 
promise of God. It doesn’t matter if a person is male or female, Jewish or Gentile, slave or free.

1. Read Galatians 3:26-29.

2. Find the Spread of the Gospel box on page 1350. Write some pairs of groups that are really different from each other. 
Jesus brings different groups together!

John 4:7-15
One day Jesus met a Samaritan woman at a well. Accord-
ing to Jewish custom, Jesus should have avoided her 
because rabbis didn’t spend time with women and Jews 
didn’t spend time with Samaritans. But Jesus didn’t let 
those distinctions stand in the way of his message of eter-
nal life.

1. Read John 4:7-15.

2. Read the Spread of the Gospel box on page 1216. 
Write a six-word prayer asking God to help you spread 
the gospel.

• Why do you think Jesus spoke to this woman?

• Who might God be calling you to talk to? Who 
might be a Samaritan in your life?

• Are there people who you avoid at school? What 
makes it so hard to reach out to them?

Jonah 4:1-4
When Jonah refused to preach to the people of Nineveh, 
he was besieged by a storm, thrown overboard, and swal-
lowed by a fish. When he finally decided to obey God and 
preach, the people of Nineveh repented. God spared them 
from punishment. The only problem was Jonah didn’t think 
they should receive God’s forgiveness and grace.

1. Read Jonah 4:1-4.

2. Locate the Spread of the Gospel box on page 1023. 
Draw an emoticon that shows God’s character and 
others showing Jonah’s emotions.

• How does it feel when someone doesn’t get what 
you think he or she deserves?

• Is it ever fair for people to go unpunished? Why or 
why not?

• Why did God forgive the Ninevites? Why does 
God forgive us?

Acts 10:9-20, 34-35
Supplies: Connect Bibles, pens, colored pencils

Peter believed that the gospel was meant for the Jewish people. But God used a vision of animals to show him that God’s 
grace is for all people. Peter only ate foods that were permitted by Jewish law. When God offered him animals that were 
considered unclean, Peter refused to eat. God revealed to Peter that everything God made was clean, and all people 
should be included in God’s grace!

1. Read Acts 10:9-20, 34-35.

2. Locate the Spread of the Gospel box on page 1266 and read the paragraphs together.

3. Underline verses 34-35. Then draw as many people as you can on the page.

• Why do you think God changed Peter’s mind about the food?

• When have you felt like you should change your actions, like how you treat someone who’s different from you?

• With whom could you share the good news of Jesus?
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Cut out all the pieces.

Fold and tape to secure.

Set up your paper blocks 
and spread the gospel.

Closing Ritual 
Supplies: green candies from Warm up

1. Gather in a circle.

2. Review the significance of 2 Corinthians 2:15: “We are the aroma of Christ.” Say 
this verse aloud together. 

3. Tell preteens that the candy smell is a unique smell, just like we are unique in the 
eyes of God. Enjoy the smell and taste together. 

4. Conclude by saying, “Remember that you are the aroma of Christ to everyone 
you meet because you are a unique and important part of the kingdom of God.”

LEADER TIP
Be aware of preteens who 
may start writing down 
names of familiar students 
or friends. This is an oppor-
tunity to identify people for 
whom we have not shown 
enough love. This is not an 
exercise in listing people we 
hate. Categorizing people 
can be dangerous, so try to 
focus the conversation on 
the challenge of sharing the 
gospel and loving others.

Project 
Supplies: Spread of the Gospel Learner Sheets, scissors, pens, tape

God wants us to spread the gospel to all people—not just our friends, family, and 
people who agree with us! God encourages us to overcome boundaries and differ-
ences to spread God’s grace and love to everyone. Preteens will think about how 
they can spread the gospel, even to people who are difficult to love. 

As preteens create their projects, use these questions to help them engage 
their minds and connect with one another.

• How would you feel if your name were on someone’s list today? When might 
you be difficult to love?

• Who deserves to be loved? Why?

• Sometimes people say that Jesus cared about the “marginalized” people in his 
day. What do you think marginalized means? What image comes to mind?

• In Jesus’ day, people avoided Samaritans, tax-collectors, and lepers. Who 
might you avoid today? How can you spread God’s love to them?

• God loves everyone equally. How hard would it be for you to love everyone 
equally? 

• Why are forgiveness and unconditional love so challenging?

Write a name or group of 
people who are difficult to 
love.
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